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Promoting Domestic Manufactures: Philadelphia Queensware
in Alexandria, Virginia
Barbara H. Magid
Philadelphia earthenware from the Columbian Pottery was advertised by several Alexandria, Virginia, merchants in the early 19th century. These wares, known as Philadelphia queensware, can be difficult to
identify in the archaeological record, but examples of yellow-glazed chamber pots manufactured by the Columbian Pottery have now been identified in the collections of the Alexandria Archaeology Museum.
Au début du 19e siècle, plusieurs marchants à Alexandria, en Virginie, faisaient la promotion
d’articles en terre cuite fine produites à Philadelphie, spécifiquement par la compagnie Colombian Pottery. Ce
type de céramique, connu sous le nom de Philadelphia queensware, peut être difficile à identifier dans les données archéologiques. Toutefois, certains exemples de pots de chambre recouverts d’une glaçure jaune et dont
la production a été attribuée à la Columbian Pottery ont maintenant été identifiés au Alexandria Archaeology
Museum.

Introduction
The discovery, in the collection of the
Alexandria Archaeology Museum, of fragments
of a yellow chamber pot stamped:
COLUMBIAN on its base, has led to a journey
of discovery involving a newspaper editor, three
local merchants, and a pottery manufactory in
Philadelphia, 150 mi. to the north (fig. 1).
The marked COLUMBIAN chamber pot,
along with a similar unmarked pot, was found

Figure 1. Base fragment stamped COLUMBIAN; one
of four fragments of a chamber pot (51/2 in. high, 8 in.
diameter) found in the Snowden privy/well, 44X91,
Feature 4KSW-6, Level A-1. (Courtesy of the
Alexandria Archaeology Museum; photo by Barbara
H. Magid, 2016.)

in a privy at 105 S. Royal Street in 1974. The
Royal Street property was formerly the home of
Samuel Snowden, the editor of the Alexandria
Daily Gazette, Commercial & Political (better
known as the Alexandria Gazette), and the
assemblage from the privy dated to his tenure
there, as evidenced by the large quantity of lead
type and wooden spacers from his printing
press, discarded there around 1815.
Researchers in the 1970s had originally
identified the fragments as English yellow
ware, ca. 1825. When museum workers came
across these artifacts again during a
21st-century cataloging project, they were
again identified as yellow ware, but thought to
be American post-1830. While that date would
be late for the archaeological context in which
they were found, they were assumed to be a
later intrusion from upper levels of the privy.
These chamber pots looked a bit odd next
to the American yellow ware commonly found
in Alexandria. The body was somewhat whiter,
and the glaze seemed more translucent than
that of other sherds, but the difference did not
seem that remarkable. While the COLUMBIAN
mark struck a familiar note, and I thought that
name might be associated with Philadelphia, I
didn’t have the opportunity to conduct any
further research at that time. The name was
indeed familiar, because I had long ago read
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Susan Myers’s (1980) publication, Handcraft to
Industry: Philadelphia Ceramics in the First Half of
the Nineteenth Century, in which she referenced
two advertisements for the Columbian Pottery
that had been printed in the Alexandria Gazette
in 1810.
In 2014, Deborah Miller, then with the
National Park Service, gave a presentation on
Philadelphia queensware at the Eastfield
Village Ceramics Symposium in East Nassau,
New York, fondly known as “Dish Camp.”
Shortly before her talk, she asked me whether
the Alexandria Archaeology Museum had any
examples in its collection, and the pieces fell
back in place. I asked staff to email photos of
the Snowden chamber pots to us at Eastfield,
thus reestablishing, with archaeological
evidence, an important connection between
Philadelphia manufacturers and Alexandria
merchants. For more information on
Philadelphia queensware and the Columbian
Pottery, see White et al. (this issue).

The Columbian Pottery
The Columbian Pottery, ca. 1808–1814, was
on Cedar (now South) Street in Philadelphia,
between 12th and 13th streets. An 1813 advertisement in a Philadelphia newspaper lists
“American Manufactured Queensware,”
including two sizes of chamber pots. The ad,
directed toward dealers, goes on to claim that
their rates are “less than half the price of the
cheapest imported Liverpool queensware”
(Relfs Philadelphia Gazette and Daily Advertiser
1813).
The Columbian Pottery was operated by
Archibald Binney, James Ronaldson, and
Alexander Trotter. Trotter, a master potter
and Binney’s nephew, was born in Edinburgh
and likely served an apprenticeship at a
pottery in Scotland. Businessmen Binney and
Ronaldson were also in partnership as
typefounders from 1796 to 1815 (see White et
al. [this issue]). This leads one to speculate
whether Samuel Snowden may have
purchased lead printers’ type from them, in
addition to the chamber pots.

The Columbian Pottery was advertised in
the Alexandria Gazette five times from 1810 to
1812 (Alexandria Gazette 1810a, 1810b, 1810c,
1811, 1812), and also in the Alexandria Herald in
1811 (Alexandria Herald 1811; cited in Myers
1980: 6–7, 53, 87).

Samuel Snowden, Publisher, the
Alexandria Gazette
Samuel Snowden (1776–1831) was
publisher of the Alexandria Gazette from 1800 to
1831, and the newspaper remained in his
family until 1911.
Samuel was born near Piscataway, New
Jersey, and moved to Alexandria in 1800,
printing the first issue of the Alexandria Gazette
on 8 December of that year. In the same year,
he married Mary, daughter of John Longton,
and moved into the Longton house at 105 S.
Royal Street. Their son Edgar (1810–1875)
became publisher of the Gazette after
Snowden’s death
Snowden was a Federalist and Alexandria
a Federalist stronghold. Snowden “used his
newspaper to advocate for manufactories, a
protective tariff and an assumption of state
debts. He favored a strong national
government, a broad interpretation of the
Constitution and a financial policy that was
based on industrialization, commerce and
urbanization” (Pope 2005: 39).
The Alexandria Gazette has its roots in a
weekly paper founded on 5 February 1784 by
George Richards & Co., originally known as
the Virginia Journal & Alexandria Advertiser.
Snowden purchased this newspaper, which
was then a daily called the Times and Alexandria
Advertiser, and the semi-weekly Columbian
Mirror & Alexandria Gazette, and combined the
papers under the name Alexandria Gazette.
During the period of the Columbian Pottery
advertisements, the paper was known first as
the Alexandria Daily Gazette (1808) and then the
Alexandria Gazette, Commercial & Political (1812).
Snowden used the newspaper’s original
1784 wooden printing press until 1815. The
replacement was likely to have been an iron
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hand press (Elizabeth M. Harris 1985, pers.
comm.). The first American iron-framed hand
press was manufactured in Philadelphia in
1813 by George Clymer and, like the pottery
and a forerunner of the Alexandria Gazette, was
called the Columbian. Not many were sold in
the United States, as they cost more than twice
as much as a wooden press, and Clymer
moved his business to England in 1818. In
America, the Washington Press was more
successful commercially (Harris 1996: 18, 23),
and this too shares the patriotic name of a
Philadelphia queensware manufacturer
advertised in the Gazette. With Snowden’s
new press, he also used a new type font, as can
be seen in microfilmed copies of the
newspaper. After the old press was replaced, a
large quantity of 18th-century lead printers’
type and wooden spacers was discarded in the
privy behind Snowden’s Royal Street home
( fig . 2). According to Elizabeth M. Harris,
former curator of the Department of Graphic
Arts, Museum of American History,
Smithsonian Institution, the type recovered
from the privy was from the earlier wooden
press used in the 1784–1815 volumes of the
Alexandria Gazette (Elizabeth M. Harris 1985,
pers. comm.). The privy contained only a

portion of that used by the press operators, and
the remainder may have been sold for scrap or
discarded elsewhere. The newspaper was not
printed at the address where the type was
found, but a block away in Printers Alley (now
Swift Alley), near Fairfax and Prince streets.

Alexandria Privies
Early Alexandria had deep privies and
water wells placed in close proximity to the
backs of properties. By the end of the 18th
century, these deep privies (known today as
privy/wells) were recognized as a source of
contamination of urban water supplies. At that
time, Alexandria had storm sewers in some
parts of town and some privies were connected
to the sewers early on. But the use of deep
shafts as privies allowed sewage to seep into
the water wells. This situation was not unique
to Alexandria. Baltimore had municipal water
in some areas by 1804, but the water wells of
that city that continued in use were also
sometimes contaminated from privies that
were, against regulations, dug down to the
water table (Olson 1980: 48).
In 1810, Alexandria enacted an ordinance
forbidding the digging of wells to be used as

Figure 2. Some of the lead printers’ type found in the Snowden privy. This block of tied-up type was put
together by the Department of Graphic Arts at the National Museum of American History to demonstrate how
the type would have been used in printing. Type height is ¼ in. (Courtesy of the Alexandria Archaeology
Museum; photo by Barbara H. Magid, 2016.)
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Figure 3. This construction map shows the numerous brick-lined wells and privies found on the 400 Block of
King Street, between Royal and Pitt streets, in 1974. The Snowden privy on Royal Street, 4KSW-6, is marked in
red. (Courtesy of the Alexandria Archaeology Museum; map by Richard J. Muzzrole, Rescue Archaeologist,
Alexandria, Virginia, 1974-1975.)

Figure 4. Privy/well, Alexandria,
Virginia. The feature has been half-sectioned for safety and ease of excavation.
These deep privy/wells were banned in
1810 as a health hazard. They were
replaced with privies with above-ground
storage boxes or buckets, which could be
cleaned regularly. (Photo 1974; courtesy
of the Alexandria Archaeology Museum.)
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privies. The ordinance, announced in the
Alexandria Gazette on 19 May 1810, limited
the use of existing privy/wells to a period of
ten years (Shephard 1988: 8). The Alexandria
Common Council clarified this ordinance the
next year, prohibiting construction of all
privies except those with aboveground storage
boxes or buckets, which could be cleaned
regularly. That same year, a night scavenger
was appointed to remove rubbish and clean
out these aboveground privies (Shephard 1988:
9). The scavenger was required to work
between the hours of 11 P.M. and 4 A.M., and
he was required to use a covered cart to carry
the odiferous contents outside of town (Carne
1874).

Excavation of the Snowden Privy/Well
The Snowden privy/well (44AX91 Feature
4KSW-6) was excavated in 1974, after the
house and adjacent properties were
demolished in an extensive urban renewal
project covering six city blocks (fig. 3 and fig.
4). In the early stages of the construction
project, bulldozers revealed numerous
brick-lined shafts full of artifacts, and the
Smithsonian Institution stepped in to conduct a
rescue archaeology project from 1965 to 1971.
The rescue archaeology project continued for
two years with private support and was
funded by the City of Alexandria after 1973.
This led to the establishment, in 1977, of a
permanent, professional archaeology program,
now the Alexandria Archaeology Museum.
The Snowden privy was filled with
ceramics, glass, food remains, and other
household detritus, as well as printing type
from Snowden’s old press. Around 30 chamber
pots were discarded in the Snowden privy. The
earliest, from England, is of debased
scratch-blue stoneware with a GR cipher, ca.
1760–1775. Others include: a banded English
creamware pot marked: WEDGWOOD and
made by Ralph Wedgwood’s Ferrybridge &
Co. between 1796 and 1801 (Local History of
Stoke-on-Trent, England 2018); 21 plain,
creamware chamber pots; 3 local earthenware

pots (1792–1821); an early 19th-century
stoneware pot from Baltimore; and 2 yellowglazed chamber pots (one marked) from the
Columbian Pottery.
The two Columbian chamber pots were
found near each other in the privy. Four sherds
were found of the larger, 8 in. diameter pot,
including a fragment of the base marked:
COLUMBIAN. A similar pot, measuring 7¼ in.
in diameter, is unmarked. Both vessels have a
light-colored body and somewhat transparent
yellow glaze and engine-turned ridges (fig. 5
and fig. 6).
Did this household purchase Philadelphia
queensware from the Columbian Pottery as a
patriotic gesture, supporting Snowden’s belief
in promoting domestic manufacture, or did it
just purchase what was available locally
during the embargo? If English creamware
(known at the time as queensware) was not
available in the stores, the Philadelphia
version, despite its yellow glaze, may have
been seen as more befitting the Snowden/
Longton household than the coarser and
cheaper red earthenware and stoneware that
were available from local and regional manufacturers. Alexandria potter Louis Plum was
still in business during the period in which the
Columbian Pottery was advertised in
Alexandria (1810–1812), but the best

Figure 5. Chamber pot (height 51/2 in., diameter 8 in.)
from the Snowden privy (44AX91), Feature 4KSW-6,
Level A-1 with impressed mark COLUMBIAN on its
base (Courtesy of the Alexandria Archaeology
Museum; photo by Barbara H. Magid, 2016.)
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Alexandria earthenware was produced in the
late 19th century, and John Swann’s stoneware
pottery was just getting underway.
Philadelphia wares had always been considered
desirable, and the new Philadelphia
queensware was perhaps especially so.

Promoting Domestic Manufactures
Supporting domestic manufactures was a
part of patriotic fervor in 18th-century
America. Alexandria earthenware potter
Henry Piercy, formerly of Philadelphia, asked
for “the patronage of all those who wish to
encourage home manufactures” in his first
advertisement, placed in the Virginia Gazette
and Alexandria Advertiser on 1 November 1792
(Virginia Gazette and Alexandria Advertiser 1792).
This patriotic spirit reached a new level in
the years leading up to the War of 1812. The
heavy promotion of domestic manufactures by
both the Philadelphia potters and the
Alexandria merchants was part of a
nationwide trend that lasted from 1807 to 1815,
the period in which the importation of English
goods was severely limited by hostilities
leading to the War of 1812. The Jeffersonian
Embargo of 1807 and the Non-Intercourse Act
of 1809 were a boon to domestic manufacture.
Potters and other manufacturers promoted
domestic goods, feeding on the patriotism and
federalism of their fellow Americans. From
1795 to 1800, approximately ten million pieces
of Staffordshire pottery had been imported
each year. After the war, when trade resumed
in 1815, the Staffordshire potteries exported
more than 22 million pieces to America (Ewins
1997; Arman and Arman 1998: 5–7).
Staffordshire potters capitalized on the
patriotic spirit of Americans by supplying
commemorative wares celebrating the end of
the war and resumption of trade, and
Americans were only too happy to once again
purchase the more desirable, more refined, and
more varied Staffordshire wares (Magid 2006).
The Columbian Pottery promoted the
patriotic nature of American manufacture. On
11 October 1810, an advertisement was

published in the Philadelphia Aurora General
Advertiser (1810) in which the proprietors
“return their sincere thanks to the patriotic
citizens of the United States, for the very distinguished patronage they have hitherto
received” (Myers 1980: 56).
The day before this announcement
appeared, the Alexandria Gazette (1810a) ran an
advertisement in which the Domestic
Warehouse announced wares from both the
Columbian and Washington potteries in
Philadelphia.
The Washington Pottery was operated on
Market Street in Philadelphia by John
Mullowny and English-born potter James
Charleton from 1810 to 1815. The Washington
Pottery also included references to domestic
manufactures in their advertisements, with one
in the Philadelphia Aurora General Advertiser
(1812), dated 10 February 1812, reading: “The
friends to domestic manufactures in general,
and those who have so frequently renewed
their orders, are particularly informed that new
and handsome patterns both of Turn’d and
Pressed Ware, (the latter being the first
manufactured in America) will be ready for
delivery” (Myers 1980: 8, 78–79).
While Philadelphia potteries claimed that
their products were equal to those of
Staffordshire and that many of their master
potters, including Trotter and Charleton, had
learned their craft in England, Alexandria’s
first potter, Henry Piercy (1792–1809), had
learned his trade in Philadelphia and
compared his output to the well-known quality
of the Philadelphia wares. Piercy was one of
many artisans who had come to Alexandria
from Philadelphia, encouraged by favorable
Virginia laws. The promotion of domestic
manufacture predated the 1807 embargo, with
Piercy’s first advertisement asking for “the
patronage of all those who wish to encourage
home manufactures” (Virginia Gazette and
Alexandria Advertiser 1792).
However, Alexandria’s artisans were not as
innovative as their Philadelphia counterparts,
and Philadelphia goods remained desirable to
Alexandria merchants and consumers. An 1816
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Figure 6. This chamber pot (height 5 in., diameter 71/4 in.) from the Snowden privy is unmarked but is similar to
the Columbian chamber pot. (Courtesy of the Alexandria Archaeology Museum; photo by Barbara H. Magid,
2016.)

Figure 7. “A Plan of Alexandria now Belhaven,” by George Washington, 1749. William Ramsay’s original lots
are outlined in blue; his later lots, from which Ramsay’s grandson sold Philadelphia queensware, are outlined
in red. Other Ramsay lots are outlined in purple. (Courtesy of the Library of Congress, Geography and Map
Division; map cropped and annotated by Barbara H. Magrid, 2016.)
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article in the Alexandria Gazette reported: “The
houses are generally built of brick and upon
the less modern Philadelphia plan, the most of
the mechanics having been from that place”
(Alexandria Gazette 1816). That same year,
Alexandria potter Lewis Plum was still
producing earthenware in the less modern
Philadelphia style, while Philadelphia’s potters
were more innovative.

Alexandria Sellers of Columbian Pottery
Alexandria merchants William Ramsay,
Nicholas Hingston, and McLeod of the
Domestic Warehouse, advertised wares from
the Columbian Pottery, with McLeod also
offering goods from Philadelphia’s
Washington Pottery. Note that the Alexandria
advertisements do not use the term
“queensware” for these Philadelphia wares.
The Domestic Warehouse, John McLeod,
Agent
The Domestic Warehouse opened in 1809
on the north side of the 500 Block of King
Street. It was something of a landmark, as
jeweler Adam Lynn later advertised that his
new store was “opposite the Domestic
Warehouse, King Street” (Alexandria Gazette
1812a). The Domestic Warehouse was part of
the Domestic Manufacturing Co., an
Alexandria voluntary association “for
encouraging the manufacture and use of
domestic merchandise” (Curtis 1855: 475).
John McLeod was the agent of the Domestic
Warehouse Co., serving until June 1812 when
he was dismissed. A lawsuit against Mcleod
(Anderson v. Longden and others) went all the
way to the Supreme Court, which stated: “this
suit was brought against the plaintiff in error
to recover the amount due to the company”
(Curtis 1855: 475).
McLeod and the Domestic Warehouse
advertised a range of goods, including
products from the Columbian Pottery, in the
Alexandria Gazette on 10 October 1810, 9 May
1811, and 28 April 1812. Each of the three
advertisements was repeated in several

editions of the newspaper, as was the custom
(Alexandria Gazette 1810a, 1811, 1812b). McLeod
also advertised on 3 June 1811 in the Alexandria
Herald (1811).
The 1810 advertisement listed “a large
assortment of Columbian and Washington
ware from the potteries in Philadelphia, by the
crate or retail.” The 1811 ad offered “ten crates
and hogsheads COLUMBIA WARE, assorted
for retailers,” and the last, in 1812, offered
“Columbia ware, by retail, or in small well
assorted packages” (Alexandria Gazette 1810a,
1811, 1812b). Note that the earliest advertisement correctly reads “Columbian,” while the
latter two advertisements read “Columbia.”
William Ramsay, Merchant
William Ramsay, grandson of one of
Alexandria’s founding fathers, placed an
advertisement in the Alexandria Gazette on
Wednesday, 23 May 1810, for goods “just
received from Philadelphia.” In this notice,
repeated in several issues, he “[o]ffers for sale
on the most reasonable terms, the following
ARTICLES, Part of which are just received
from Philadelphia: ... A constant supply of ... A
neat assortment of Earthen Ware, from the
Columbian Pottery, Philadelphia—with which
he will be constantly supplied, &c. &c.”
(Alexandria Gazette 1810c).
Ramsay’s business was located on lower
Prince Street, opposite the Vendue Store, near
the Potomac River docks. The William Ramsay
who placed this advertisement was one of two
grandsons of one of Alexandria’s founding
fathers. Two cousins shared this name. One of
the cousins, known as Tucker (ca. 1744–
post-1814), was the only son and heir of
William Ramsay, Jr. The younger cousin
(1787–1822) was one of nine offspring of
Dennis Ramsay. The cousins would have been
23 and 36 years of age, respectively, and either
cousin could have been the merchant in
question (Ramsay 1992).
The first William Ramsay (1716–1785) came
to Alexandria in 1744, five years before the
town was incorporated, and, like many of the
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town’s founding fathers, had been born in
Scotland (Moore 1949). Ramsay and his
partner, John Carlyle (also a Scottish-born
merchant), were among those appointed by the
Virginia Assembly to lay out the new town.
When the first lots were auctioned in 1749,
Ramsay purchased two quarter-block lots,
numbered 46 and 47, and placed a house on
Lot 47. Later he acquired four additional lots,
numbered 34, 61, 64, and 65. In his will these
lots were divided between his sons, William,
Jr., and Dennis (Fairfax Circuit Court 1785).
Ramsay’s two original lots were on the
north side of King Street, between the Potomac
River and Fairfax Street. From 1756 to 1810,
Dennis Ramsay, father of the younger cousin,
leased a warehouse and wharf that likely stood
on one of these lots ( f i g . 7). One of the
grandsons sold Columbian pottery from a
business located on Lot 64 and/or 65, one
block away on the south side of Prince Street,
between Water (now Lee) and Fairfax streets.
Nicholas Hingston, Botanist and Grocer
Nicholas Hingston was a botanist and
grocer in Alexandria. He advertised his Fairfax
Street business at various times from 1798 to
1820. Between 1800 and 1829 Hingston also
owned several lots in an area known as West
End, near the Little River Turnpike and just
outside the original Alexandria town limits.
This area is now well within the Alexandria
city limits, but was rural at the time, and he
may have used this land for his seed business
(Schweigert 1998: 73–74, 90, 92).
At least five times between 1800 and 1820
Hingston advertised fresh garden seeds in the
Alexandria Gazette, calling himself a seedsman.
He sold seeds, gardening implements,
groceries, and liquor, importing goods from
London and selling local products as well
(Robison 2005).
In another advertisement, on 3 December
1810, he referred to his “Glass, Queens Ware
and China Store,” which offered goods from
New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore
(Alexandria Gazette 1810b). He offered:

[a]n elegant assortment of GOODS in his
line, consisting of gold & silver luster pitchers, tea
setts, chimney ornaments, chamber setts; tea ad
coffee cups of various patterns, (...) &c. and expects
to receive in a few days a general assortment of ware
from the Columbian manufactory, which with his
stock on hand will make his assortment very
complete.” He also offered “Stone, potters ware, and
all sorts of seeds and flower pots as usual.
(Alexandria Gazette 1810b)

Conclusion
The museum was able to identify only two
vessels from the Columbian Pottery in the
Alexandria collection. It is expected that others
may exist but, if they were cataloged, they may
have been identified simply as yellow ware.
Searching through over two million artifacts is
not possible at this time, but it is hoped that a
future archaeologist may come across
additional fragments of Columbian Pottery,
marked or unmarked, in Alexandria.
It is hoped that this issue will help archaeologists throughout the Northeast begin to
recognize Philadelphia queensware in their
collections and in newly excavated materials.
Archaeologists may have misidentified
fragments as English yellow ware or
creamware because of unfamiliarity with this
American ware. It is hoped that important
older collections will eventually be
reexamined, photographed digitally, and
shared electronically. Other collections will be
reexamined as part of specific research
projects. As this time-consuming, but vital,
work of reexamining collections takes place,
recognition of Philadelphia queensware could
help to improve understanding of the rise of
domestic manufacturing and broaden understanding of American commerce.
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